
Meaningful ways to celebrate Martin Luther King Day and 
beyond for kids and adults 

READ: 
Books for children that reflect racial injus4ce/ diversity discussions for Mar4n 
Luther King Day 

For children ages 4-9 

When God Made You by Matthew Paul Turner 

Skin Like Mine (2) (Kids Like Mine) by LaTashia M. Perry 

Hair Love,” by Matthew A. Cherry. Illustrated by Vashti Harrison. 

“The ABCs of Diversity: Helping Kids (and Ourselves!) Embrace Our 
Differences.” By Y. Joy Harris-Smith, Ph.D. 

Something Happened in Our Town: A Child’s Story About Racial Injustice,”  
by  Marietta Collins, Ph.D 

Martin's Big Words : The Life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr 
By Doreen Rappaport 

For Children ages 10-12 

Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis      

The Watsons Go to Birmingham--1963 by Christopher Paul 
Curtis Paperback.     

Roll of Thunder, Hear my Cry by Mildred Taylor 

I Have A Dream, by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and Kadir Nelson 

Let the Children March, by Monica Clark-Robinson and Frank Morrison 

https://www.amazon.com/When-Made-Matthew-Paul-Turner/dp/1601429185/ref=pd_bxgy_3/136-3685304-0257904?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1601429185&pd_rd_r=6e977fb8-23ec-4ef8-bfa7-f27abb544cf7&pd_rd_w=N7hvf&pd_rd_wg=SPbvw&pf_rd_p=f325d01c-4658-4593-be83-3e12ca663f0e&pf_rd_r=XARZHH31HDMZHKBZ6WH6&psc=1&refRID=XARZHH31HDMZHKBZ6WH6
https://www.amazon.com/Skin-Like-Mine-Kids/dp/0997157984/ref=pd_bxgy_3/136-3685304-0257904?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0997157984&pd_rd_r=43ecdf03-14fe-4531-ac16-573c2d18db92&pd_rd_w=1FTf6&pd_rd_wg=JJnJR&pf_rd_p=f325d01c-4658-4593-be83-3e12ca663f0e&pf_rd_r=TGPEQ1JVRA79NN6DGS7V&psc=1&refRID=TGPEQ1JVRA79NN6DGS7V
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/585658/hair-love-by-matthew-a-cherry-illustrated-by-vashti-harrison/
https://chalicepress.com/products/the-abcs-of-diversity-helping-kids-and-ourselves-embrace-our-differences
https://chalicepress.com/products/the-abcs-of-diversity-helping-kids-and-ourselves-embrace-our-differences
https://chalicepress.com/products/the-abcs-of-diversity-helping-kids-and-ourselves-embrace-our-differences
https://www.apa.org/pubs/magination/441B228
https://www.amazon.com/Bud-Buddy-Christopher-Paul-Curtis/dp/0440413281/ref=pd_bxgy_2/136-3685304-0257904?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0440413281&pd_rd_r=d516fc2a-82ef-45f1-b907-58f337ef8248&pd_rd_w=vQXdV&pd_rd_wg=SlsIE&pf_rd_p=f325d01c-4658-4593-be83-3e12ca663f0e&pf_rd_r=6HTPM2VY7AY50QR882WP&psc=1&refRID=6HTPM2VY7AY50QR882WP
https://www.amazon.com/Watsons-Birmingham-1963-Christopher-Paul-Curtis/dp/0440414121/ref=pd_bxgy_2/136-3685304-0257904?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0440414121&pd_rd_r=31407cd5-a5f8-4e33-b445-cfbe88c3ccba&pd_rd_w=4vFtK&pd_rd_wg=c4ynI&pf_rd_p=f325d01c-4658-4593-be83-3e12ca663f0e&pf_rd_r=62PSDV4FHSMFAE42QZ17&psc=1&refRID=62PSDV4FHSMFAE42QZ17
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/i-have-a-dream-king-jr-martin-luther/1110118923?ean=9780375858871#/
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/let-the-children-march-monica-clark-robinson/1125350295?ean=9780544704527


Through My Eyes by Ruby Bridges 

Teens/ Young Adults 

“Resist: 35 Profiles of Ordinary People Who Rose Up Against Tyranny and 
Injustice,” by Veronica Chambers. Illustrated by Paul Ryding. 

 The Hate U Give   by Angie Thomas, Bahni Turpin, et al. 

Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You: A Remix of the National Book 
Award-Winning Stamped from the Beginning by Jason Reynolds  | Mar 10, 
2020 
This Is My America  by Kim Johnson   
The Color of Water: A Black Man's Tribute to His White Mother Paperback 
by James McBride   

A Testament of Hope: The Essential Writings of Martin Luther King Jr. 
by Jr. King, Martin Luther and J. M. Washington 

March: Book One by John Lewis and Andrew Aydin 


Why We Can’t Wait by Martin Luther King Jr. 

WATCH:  

Documentaries and Movies 
The ‘Eyes on the Prize’ documentary series  
The movie ‘Selma’  
The movie ‘The Hate U Give’ 
All great places to start if you want to further reflect on MLK's contributions to 
America.

https://www.harpercollins.com/9780062796257/resist/
https://www.harpercollins.com/9780062796257/resist/
https://www.harpercollins.com/9780062796257/resist/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B08LG9X26F?searchxofy=true&binding=kindle_edition&ref_=dbs_s_aps_series_rwt_tkin
https://www.amazon.com/Stamped-Antiracism-National-Award-winning-Beginning/dp/0316453692/ref=sr_1_7?crid=2MXKQ6ENVXNRZ&dchild=1&keywords=racial+justice+books+for+teens&qid=1607907314&sprefix=Racial+justice+books+for+%252Caps%252C285&sr=8-7
https://www.amazon.com/Stamped-Antiracism-National-Award-winning-Beginning/dp/0316453692/ref=sr_1_7?crid=2MXKQ6ENVXNRZ&dchild=1&keywords=racial+justice+books+for+teens&qid=1607907314&sprefix=Racial+justice+books+for+%252Caps%252C285&sr=8-7
https://www.amazon.com/Jason-Reynolds/e/B002NVL3OG?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_7&qid=1607907314&sr=8-7
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B07ZY721P2/ref=dbs_a_def_rwt_hsch_vapi_tkin_p1_i0
https://www.amazon.com/Kim-Johnson/e/B0821RCBSR/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/James-McBride/e/B000AP9SB2/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/Testament-Hope-Essential-Writings-Martin/dp/0062509314/ref=sr_1_5?dchild=1&qid=1609812011&refinements=p_27%253AMartin+Luther+King+Jr.&s=books&sr=1-5
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/eyesontheprize/
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